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Indonesian Intellectuals? Views on Asia in Pre-Pacific War Period:
How they, like Sanusi Pane, Envisioned ?Indonesia-ness? in the Dutch East Indies 
Yumiko Himemoto
Indonesian intellectuals, represented by Sanusi Pane, a poet, have been regarded as Japanese collab-
orators during the Japanese occupation because they respected eastern spiritual values. This article aims 
to examine their views on Asia including their own land, Indonesia, and Japan in the pre-Pacific war era. 
It also aims to challenge such stereotypical views on their role as collaborators to Japan by analyzing their 
articles, which appeared in the Pemandangan newspapers in 1940 and 1941.
Indonesian intellectuals like Sanusi Pane tried to prevent their country from being involved in im-
perialistic power struggles instigated by Western, Japanese and even Thai powers in Asia. They attempted 
to gradually gain concessions for their independence from the colonial government based on their idea 
of ?Indonesia-ness?. The ?Indonesia-ness? envisioned was a blend of cultures that had been nurtured 
throughout Indonesia?s history of interactions including the Dutch East Indies? period and was to be 
shared by the people living in the territory of the Dutch East Indies. This vision, formed with consider-
ation to the influences of the natural environment and various Eastern and Western cultures, both inside 
and outside of the territory on Indonesia?s history, was influenced by Rabindranath Tagore, a poet and 
philosopher of India. Furthermore, they advocated that the new order of the Indonesian society based on 
this ?Indonesia-ness? should be formed by ?musyawarat? and ?mufakat,? Indonesia?s historically-fostered 
democracy. The strategy of the above-mentioned negotiation to achieve the Indonesian independence 
was also adopted at the early stage of the Japanese occupation in Indonesia. 
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?     ?159
??????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????? 87?
?????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????
3? 12????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????????
1912??? 23??????????? 88???????????????????????????
???????????????????????? 1924??? 25??????? 89??????
???????????? 90?
?????????????????????????? 1875???????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????? 91????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
87 Pane, Sanoesi ?Zaman Baroe? Pemandangan, 13 Maart 1942.
88 ??????????????????????1982??p. 93.; De Tollnaere, Herman ?Indian Thought in the Dutch In-
dies: The Theosophical Society? The Online Newsletter of the International Institute for Asian Studies, October 2000 ?http://
www.iias.nl/iiasn/23/theme/23T2.html? 2016? 2? 10????
89 ??????????p. 1908, p. 1911.?http://www.tufs.ac.jp/common/archives/history.html??2016? 1? 22????
90 ???????????????????????????????1919??? 24?????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
91 De Tollnaere, Herman, op. cit.
?     ?
?????
160
?????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
?????
????? 3? 13???????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????? 2????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????? 92?
?????????????????????????? 1942? 3? 13??????????
??????1928??? 2????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????3? 15?
??????????????????16?????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????? 93??????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????? 3? 27??
?????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????? 94????????????????????????
??????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????
????????????????El Hakim???????????????????????
????????Abu Hanifah, 1906?1980???????????????? 2602?????1942?
? 5? 18??? 3????????????????????????????????????
92 ???????????????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
1943?????????????????????????????????Kahin, George Mcturnan, op. cit., p. 112.?
93 Pemandangan, 16 March 1942. 
94 ????????????????1????????????No. 3, 1972??p. 68.
?     ?161
??????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????? 95????????
???????????????????????????????????????5? 27??
?????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????? 96????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????
????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????
????
????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????
????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????
95 Hanifah, Dt. M. E. Abu ?Menindjau Semangat Filsafah Timoer? Pemandangan, 18, 19, 20 Mei 2602?????1942??
96 Hanifah, Dt. M. E. Abu ?Timoer dan Barat? Pemandangan, 27 Mei 2602?????1942??
?     ?
?????
162
????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????
????
??
?Asia Raya
?Pemandangan
?Pembangun
??
?Poedjangga Baroe
??
???????????????????????1973??
??????????????????????????????????????????????????1965??
?Pane, Sanoesi Penoentoen ke Basa Nippon: Paramasastera dan kamoes Indonesia-Nippon oleh Sanoesi Pane, Pemandangan, 1942. 
????
??????????????????????????????1995??
??????????S.????????????????????????????????????1977??
???????????????????????????????????1977??
??????????????????????1986??
????M. ??????M. ???????????????1930????????????????????????????
????????????????1990??
????????????????????????????????????????? 8?????????????????
1981??
????????????????????????????????????8? 4??1971? 3??
???????????????????????????10? 2??1972? 9??
???????????????????????1913??1922????????????15? 4??1978? 3??
?????????????????????1982??
??????????????????????1994??
?????E. W.?????????????????????????????????1993???????? 1978??
?????????????????????????????????1977??
??????????????????????????????????1998??
?????????????????????????????????1973??
???????????http://www.tufs.ac.jp/common/archives/history.html?
??????????????????????????1980??
?????????????????????????????????1929?46?????????1997??
????????????????1????????????No. 3, 1972??
?????????????????????????????????1981??
??????????????????????????2011??
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????21??????????????????????????????????????????
?????????2015? 7???https://www.rikkyo.ac.jp/research/laboratory/CAAS/kaiiki/2/55.pdf?
?     ?163
??????????????????????
????????????????????1971??
??????????????????????????????????????20? 2?3????1975? 3??
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
?19????1930???????????????? 8??2002??
?????????????????????1930???????????????????8??1981??
????J??????????????????????????????????????????????????????
???1997?? ????Qu?est-ce qu?une nation?? 1882.
???????????????????????????????????????????1959??
?A Decade of Japanese Underground Activities in the Netherland East Indies,? Issued for the Netherland Government Information 
Bureau, London: His Majesty?s Stationery Officer, 1942.
Aeusrivongse, Nidhi ?Fiction as History: A Study of Pre-War Indonesian Novels ?1929?1942?? Ph. D. dissertation, the University of 
Michigan, 1976.
Alisjahbana, S. Takdir Dari Perdjuangan dan Pertumbuhan Bahasa Indonesia, Djakarta: P. T. Pustaka Rakjat, 1957.
Arsip Nasional Indonesia edit. Di Bawah Pendudukan Jepang: Kenangan Empat Puluh Dua Orang Yang Mengalaminya, Jakarta: Ar-
sip Nasional Republik Indonesia, 1988. ??????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????1996???
Bodden, Michael H. ?Utopia and the Shadow of Nationalism: The Plays of Sanoesi Pane 1928?1940? Bijdragen tot de Taal-, Land- en 
Volkenkunde 153, no. 3, 1997, Leiden: Brill, pp. 332?355.
Bourchier, David Illiberal Democracy in Indonesia: The Ideology of the Family State, London and New York: Routledge, 2015.
Caballero, Beljun The Rebirth of a Nation and Its Most Phenomenal Statesman, Kube Grafiks, 2006.
De Tollnaere, Herman ?Indian Thought in the Dutch Indies: The Theosophical Society? The Online Newsletter of the International 
Institute for Asian Studies, October 2000. ?http://www.iias.nl/iiasn/23/theme/23T2.html?
Freidus, Alberta Joy Sumatran Contributions to the Development of Indonesian Literature: 1920?1942, Asian Studies Program, Uni-
versity of Hawaii, the University Press of Hawaii, 1977.
Henk Schulte Nordholt, Bambang Purwanto, dan Ratna Saptari edit. Perspektif Baru Penulisan Sejarah Indonesia, Jakarta: Yayasan 
Obor Indonesia, KITLV-Jakarta, dan Pustaka Larasan, 2013.
Hering, Bob ?translated by Harsono Setejo? M. H. Thamrin: Membangun Nasionalisme Indonesia, Jakarta: Hasta Mitra, 2003.
Jassin, H. B. Kesusastraan Indonesia Modern Dalam Kritik dan Esei I ?Tjetakan Ke-Empat?, Jakarta: P. T. Gunung Agung, 1966.
Kahin, George McTurnan Nationalism and Revolution in Indonesia, Southeast Program Publications, Ithaca, New York: Southeast 
Asian Program, Cornell University, 2003.
Mark, Eharn ?Indonesian Nationalism and Wartime Asianism: Essays from the ?Culture Column? of Greater Asia, 1942? in Sven 
Saaler and Christopher W. A. Szpilman edit. Pan-Asianism: A Documentary History Vol. 2: 1920?Present, Lamham: Rowman & 
Littlefield Publishers, Inc.? 2011.
Mona, Matu Riwajat dan Perdjuangan Mohd. Husni Thamrin, Medan: Tagor, 1952. 
Nasution, J. U. Pudjangga Sanoesi Pane, Djakarta: P. T. Gunung Agung, 1963.
Quirino, Carlos Quezon: Paladin of Philippine Freedom, Philippina Book Guild XVIII, 1971.
Redaksi KPG ?Kepustakaan Populer Gramedia? edit. Seri Buku Tempo Bapak Bangsa Muhammad Yamin: Penggagas Indonesia yang 
Dihujat dan Dipuji, Jakarta: KPG, 2015.
Reid, Anthony ?The Nationalist Quest for an Indonesian Past? in A. Reid and D. Marr edit. Perceptions of the Past in Southeast Asia, 
Singapore: Published for the Asian Studies Association of Australia by Heineman Educational Books ?Asia?, 1979.
Smith, Edward C. Sejarah Pemgreidelan Pers di  Indonesia, Jakarta: Grafiti Pers, 1983.
Suryadinata, Leo The Pre-World War II Peranakan Chinese Press of Java: A Preliminary Survey, Athens, Ohio: Ohio University Cen-
ter for International Studies, Southeast Asia Program, 1971.
Tagore, Rabindranath ?The Nobel Prize Acceptance Speech? in Sisir Kumar Das edit. The English Writing of Rabindranath Tagore: A 
Miscellany, Vol. III, New Delhi: Sahitya Akademi, 1996.
Touwen-Bouwsma, Elly ?The Indonesian Nationalists and the Japanese ?Liberation? of Indonesia: Visions and Reaction? Journal of 
Southeast Asian Studies, Vol. 27 No. 1, March 1996, Singapore University Press.
Van Hinloopen Labberton, D. ?Preliminary results of researches into the original relationship between the Nipponese and the 
Malay-Polynesian languages? Journal of the Polynesian Society, Vol. 33 No. 4, 1924.
Yoesoef, M. ?Drama Di Masa Pendudukan Jepang ?1942?1945?: Sebuah Catatan Tentang Manusia Indonesia di Zaman Perang? 
Makara, Sosial Humaniora, Vol. 14 No. 1, Juli 2010.
